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OCTOBER 2011
Important Upcoming Events

September 30

Grade 5 – National School Lunch Day@12:30

October 4

Grade 3 – Ohio Achievement Assessment in Reading
October 6

Grades 3-5 Fundraiser Delivery 

October 7

Grade 4 – National School Lunch Day@12:30
October 11

FAST Program Begins
October 12

Picture Retake Day

October 14

Grade 3 – National School Lunch Day@12:30

October 17-21

Grade 5 to Camp Storer

October 18

PTO Meeting – 7:00 pm, Library

October 24

NO SCHOOL – Teacher In-Service 
October 25

Pint Size Heroes Blood Drive, 1:00-7:00 pm K-2 Gym
October 28

Grade 2 – National School Lunch Day@12:30
Looking Ahead
November 3

K-5 Parent Teacher Conferences (3:45 pm – 8:30 pm)

November 4

Grade 1 – National School Lunch Day@12:30
November 7-10
PTO Book Fair

November 8

Election Day
November 8

K-5 Parent Teacher Conferences (3:45pm – 5:45 pm)
November 8

Book Fair Open 4:00-8:00 pm

November 10

Book Fair Grand Event 6:00-7:30 pm
November 11

Veterans’ Day Assembly
November 11

KS/Kindergarten – National School Lunch Day@12:30

November 12

Grades K-2 Fundraiser Delivery

November 22

PTO Mega Event

November 23-25
NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break
DES Information
Instant Alert:  This is a reminder to please update your instant alert information for us.  This is how we alert parent to absences, school delays, closings and other district related issues/events.  To view and update the telephone numbers that we have, go to www.defiancecityschools.org.  In the middle of the page (under the bus), click on ‘Instant Alert Notification System Registration’. Login using your self-created username.  If you created your username but cannot remember it, please call the school office and we would be happy to assist you.   Please note that for absences the system will call the telephone numbers checked for ‘general’ announcements.
From the Office:  Please remember that any and all transportation changes must be received by our offices by 2:00 each day.  When writing notes please be sure to include your child’s first AND last name and his or her teacher’s name.  This will help us to make sure students receive the proper information to get them home safely.
Back Pack Buddy Program: DES in partnership with the United Way offers students supplemental food for the weekend.  The program,  "Back Pack Buddies”, is available to any student in Kinderstart through Fifth Grade and on Free or Reduced-Priced Lunches.  If you qualify and are interested in this program, please contact the school office for an application.

Red Ribbon Week:  October 25-28 our school will participate in Red Ribbon Week to help remind our students to stay away from drugs. Daily themes include Say Peace Out to Drugs, Red Rally, Cowboy Up and Give Drugs the Boot and Take a Bite out of Drugs. Watch your child’s back pack for more information.
National School Lunch Day:  All parents will have an opportunity to eat lunch with their child on the following dates.  We ask that you eat the designated school lunch and that you do not bring food from outside into our cafeteria on this day.  All parent lunches will be at 12:30 p.m.  Make sure you have money in your child’s lunch account to cover this cost.  Adult lunches are $2.70 and are NOT covered by the Free and Reduced Lunch Program.

Dates:

Friday, September 30

5th grade

Friday, October 7

4th grade

Friday, October 14

3rd grade
Friday, October 28 

2nd Grade

Friday, November 4 

1st Grade

Friday, November 11 

KS/K 

Fundraiser:  Just a reminder that all fundraiser money should have been turned in for grades K-2. 
Delivery for 3-5 students is expected on October 6. Those K-2 students selling products will need to pick up their items on Saturday, November 12.  Please mark your calendars now to pick up your child’s orders that morning before noon.
Fall Weather:  As the weather changes and the air turns cooler, please make sure you are sending your child to school in a jacket or sweatshirt.  All students go outside for recess daily.
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On Line Grade Check for Parents: To set up an account to access your children’s grades online:

http://www.defiancecityschools.org
Click on Grade Check.  Click the blue button that says “Create Account”. Fill in the information requested, including your own unique username and password. For each of your children you will also fill out the information requested: Student Name (first and last), Access ID (This is your child’s 6 or 5-digit student ID which can be found on your child’s schedule or ask him/her for their lunch number), Access Password  (This is your child’s birthdate) Examples: 5/12/04 or 10/3/14 or 3/7/01.  After pressing submit you will be returned to the login screen to enter the username and password you just created.
Monthly Character Word: RESPECT is the monthly word for DES during the month of October.  Take a minute to discuss what respect looks and sounds like with your student.  The character attribute is important in both the home and school setting.  Adults and children alike can be models of respect.  Do your part this month!
PTO Information:  The first Parent Teacher Organization meeting of the year was held in the DES Library on September 13.  Officers for the new school year were introduced.

President

Stacy Adams


President Elect
Open


Secretary

Heather Moats

Treasurer

Julie Baden

Many of the PTO sponsored events for the year were discussed including the Mega Event, a Father/Daughter Dance, Night of the Arts, the Spring Carnival and a Mother/Son event.  Monthly meetings are held in the DES Library.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 18 at 7:00 pm.  All KS-5 parents are invited to attend.
Book Fair: The Defiance Elementary PTO Book Fair will be held November 7th-November 10th.  Students will have the opportunity to purchase books during his/her library time.  The book fair will also be open in the evening on Tuesday November 8th from 4:00-8:00pm.  We will hold our Grand Event on Thursday November 10th from 6:00-7:30pm.  Students can ask grandparents or other 'grand' people to attend this event with them. The book fair will be open and we will have free games, snacks, and giveaways!  The profits raised during the book fair will be used to buy books for every classroom and for the school library. 
BMI Checks: With the passage of Senate Bill 210, schools are required to conduct BMI (body mass index) screenings on children in grades K, 3 and 5.  We will begin these screenings in November.  As indicated in our student handbook, if you do not want your child screened, you will need to notify us in writing.  Otherwise, all children in these grades will be screened.  A sealed letter will be sent home with your child’s results.
K – 2 Information
Vision Screenings:  Vision screenings by the health department will be conducted on Tuesday, October 4.  All first grade students, and the kindergarten students that either failed or missed this test during kindergarten screening will also be checked.  Parents will be notified if any problems were found during the screenings.
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3 – 5 InformatioN

3rd Grade Ohio Achievement Assessment in Reading: All 3rd grade students will be showing what they know on Tuesday, October 4 by completing the Ohio Achievement Assessment in Reading.  This state mandated test is an important measure of each third grade student’s reading ability.  Third graders will also take an additional Reading Assessment in the Spring, as well as one in Math.  A score of 75% is considered proficient.  For more information check out the Ohio Department of Education web site, http://portal.success-ode-state-oh-us.info. Please see that your child eats breakfast and receives a good nights rest before this important test!  Also, please encourage your child to do his or her best! 
Camp Storer: Fifth grade students are gearing up for their annual week at Camp Storer.  Camp is a unique opportunity and is connected to the 5th grade course of study. It is also a privilege and students have done a great job in keeping that privilege theirs.  All monies and forms should have been completed.  Students, staff and counselors will be leaving DES on Monday, October 17 and will return on Friday, October 21.  
Cafeteria Behavior: The focus since the beginning of the school year for 3-5 students in the cafeteria has been respect.  Respect for self, others and property have all been stressed.  Perhaps your student has told you that they (gasp) are expected to clean up after themselves!  Each grade level is working to do this without being told in order to earn an extra recess.  
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